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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO
WESTERN DIVISION
JAMES OBERGEFELL, et al.
Plaintiffs,
v.
THEODORE E. WYMYSLO, et. al.,
Defendants.
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:

Civil Action No. 1:13-cv-501
Judge Timothy S. Black

EXPERT DECLARATION OF MEGAN
FULCHER IN SUPPORT OF
PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR
DECLRATORY JUDGMENT AND
PERMENANT INJUNCTION

I, Megan Fulcher, Ph.D., hereby depose and say as follows:

Preliminary Statement
1. I am an Associate Professor in the Department of Psychology at Washington and Lee
University. I have been retained as an expert by the counsel for the plaintiff in connection
with the above-referenced litigation (“Obergefell”). I have actual knowledge of the
matters stated in this declaration and could and would so testify if called as a witness.
2. My background, experience and list of publications from the last 10 years are
summarized in my curriculum vitae, which is attached as Exhibit A to this report.
3. I received a Bachelor’s degree in psychology from Virginia Commonwealth University
(1997) and a Ph.D. in psychology from the University of Virginia (2004). While at the
University of Virginia, I was mentored by Dr. Charlotte J. Patterson, a preeminent
scholar in research on lesbian and gay parents.
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4. I have authored publications in the field of child development that appear either in peerreviewed journals or in books published by academic presses. I publish primarily on
children’s development in traditional and nontraditional families.
5. I have served as a peer-reviewer for professional journals over the course of my career. I
have also served as a reviewer for academic conference presentations as well as for
competitive grant applications.
6. I teach extensively on the topics of child development, sexuality, gender-role
development and parent-child relationships. I also teach courses on scientific
methodology and data analysis.
7. My research interests span a number of topics in the social and emotional development of
children. I have studied the social development of children in traditional and
nontraditional families. I have conducted research with gay, lesbian and heterosexual
parents. Specifically, I am interested in gender development, and focus especially on
individual differences in gender development during childhood and adolescence. Most
children have detailed knowledge of gender-role stereotypes and report sex-typed
behaviors and preferences. However, children adhere to gender roles with varying
intensities, and it is these within-sex individual differences that particularly interest me. I
am especially interested in family influences on children’s adherence to gender roles.
8. In preparing this declaration, I reviewed the complaint in Obergefell, and the materials listed
in the Attached Bibliography (Exhibit B). I may rely on those documents, in addition to the
documents specifically cited as supportive examples in particular sections of this declaration,
as additional support for my opinions. I also rely on my years of experience in this field, as
demonstrated in my curriculum vitae (Exhibit A) and the materials listed there. Although
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James Obergefell and John Arthur have no children of their own, they have been appointed
by friends to serve as their children’s guardians in the event of their death. David Michener
has three children. I have never met the Plaintiffs and so I do not offer an opinion about their
individual capacities to parent.

I. Summary of Ultimate Conclusion
9. Children of lesbian and gay parents do not differ in psychological adjustment or well
being from children of heterosexual parents. The skills and processes involved in good
parenting do not vary as a function of parents’ gender or sexual orientation. The research
investigating the efficacy of gay and lesbian parents has been published in rigorous, peerreviewed journals and has been conducted by respected researchers. Overwhelming
evidence supports the idea that parenting competence is not impacted by sexual
orientation.
10. Children’s adjustment is impacted by parents’ behaviors in several ways. Parental
warmth and monitoring, the formation of attachment relationships, and parents’ financial
and emotional resources are each associated with children’s behavioral outcomes and
adjustment. The same processes that predict success in heterosexual parents also predict
success in gay and lesbian parents. Neither gender nor sexual orientation of parents is
associated with differences in these parental behaviors.

II. Psychological Adjustment in Children and Adolescents
11. When children and adolescents are functioning well and are able to cope with the
demands of everyday life, they are said to have psychological adjustment. Psychological
adjustment also includes an absence of problem behaviors and mental health difficulties.
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When children are well adjusted they have the skills to build and maintain social
relationships and can successfully complete tasks necessary for school and home life.
Well-adjusted children are building the skills needed to be happy and productive adults.
Children with adjustment problems may show behavior problems at home and at school
and may have trouble building friendships and relationships with peers. These children
may have difficulty coping with growing demands as they move through development.

III. Parents’ Behaviors Impact Children’s and Adolescents’ Psychological
Adjustment
12. There are several parenting processes that have been shown to be associated broadly with
children’s positive adjustment. These processes include authoritative parenting style,
secure attachment with child and between parents, and the availability of both financial
and emotional resources.
a. Parenting Style: Research consistently finds that when parents are warm, consistent,
and monitor children’s behavior, their children do well. Parents differ in warmth
toward children, the discipline they use, how and how much they communicate with
children, and the developmental appropriateness of the behavior they expect of their
children. Parents who are warm and communicative, who make developmentally
appropriate demands, and enforce rules with expressed consequences are known as
authoritative parents. In these circumstances children learn important
communication and relationship skills as well as self-discipline. Research has
consistently indicated that authoritative parenting is associated with more positive
adjustment in children.
b. Attachment with child and one another: Attachment is an enduring connection
between people that produces a desire for contact as well as feelings of distress
4

Case: 1:13-cv-00501-TSB Doc #: 43-1 Filed: 10/11/13 Page: 5 of 32 PAGEID #: 505

during separation. Children form attachment relationships to parents and other
important adults. Adults form attachment relationships with their children and with
romantic partners. In parenting, attachment relationships are secure when a parent
shows sensitivity and synchronicity with an infant, and their play is both
emotionally and cognitively stimulating. It is within the context of the early
attachment relationships that children create a model of social relationships. This
model forms an infant’s generalized expectations about the social world. They use
the skills they develop in these first relationships to create and maintain other
relationships.
i. Children can form attachments with several caregivers. The earliest
attachment research focused on attachment relationships between children
and mothers. More recent research indicates that in addition to with their
mothers, children form secure attachment relationships fathers, teachers, and
other caregivers. Indeed, having multiple attachment relationships is
associated with positive development and may protect children against the
effects of less secure relationships.
ii. Parents’ attachment with one another also has an impact on children’s
adjustment. As children watch parents communicate, resolve conflicts and
support one another, they learn important relationship skills to take to their
future relationships.
c. Resources: When parents have more financial and emotional resources to draw on,
children are better adjusted. Over (number xx) studies over 50 years have indicated
that financial security buffers children against many risks for negative adjustment.
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More financial resources can have a direct impact on children (safer neighborhoods,
better schools, stimulating toys and activities) or an indirect impact (less stressed
parents, more time with parents). Indeed, parents who are less stressed are able to
parent positively and have more well-adjusted children. When parents have more
emotional support and less parenting or other stress their children do well.

IV. The Structure of Families Does Not Directly Affect Children’s and
Adolescents’ Psychological Adjustment.
13. Over and over again, research has indicated that it is not family structure (who is in the
family) that is associated with children’s adjustment. Instead, it is family processes (how
the family interacts) that influence children’s behavior and adjustment. Researchers have
examined many structural variables such as number of parents in the home, gender of the
parents in the home, biological relatedness of parents, and the sexual orientation of
parents.
a. Single Parents: At first glance, it seems that being reared by divorced or nevermarried parents may have a negative impact on psychological adjustment. Group
difference data does show that children in single parent homes are at higher risk
for poor adjustment. However, a closer look reveals that a number of important
process variables are associated with single parenthood. Two parent families are
remarkably better off financially than are single parent families. Single parents
report more financial and work stress, which impacts parenting quality. This
stress can increase as a result of transitions into and out of marriage. Children
show behavior problems both before and after their parents’ divorce and also after
a parent remarries. This indicates it is not the number of parents that is impacting
children’s well being but the stress from parental marital transitions. Children in
6
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two parent families have more sources of emotional support than do children in
single parent homes. Additionally, single parents are always parenting without the
relief a parenting partner may contribute. Finally, people who successfully
manage a romantic relationship may be better at successfully parenting. Many of
the same skills associated with maintaining an adult relationship are necessary in
parent-child relationships.
i. When single parents can continue to use authoritative parenting, maintain
and model secure attachment, and offer children financial and emotional
resources under the increased stress of single parenthood, children’s
adjustment is not impacted.
b. Biological relatedness: Research indicates that adoptive parents are able to build
strong and secure attachment relationships with their children. When children are
adopted early in life by parents who intend to rear that child together, children’s
adjustment is not different from children being reared by their biological parents.
This is true of heterosexual, gay, and lesbian adoptive families. Some studies do
show a link between biological relatedness to parents and children’s adjustment.
In most of these studies the biologically unrelated parent is a parent’s new partner
who enters the child’s life as part of new parental relationship. In these cases,
children may have already experienced several parental relationship transitions
(single-parenthood, divorce, remarriage). These transitions are associated with
poorer child adjustment, thus explaining the link between a lack of biological
relatedness and maladjustment. Recent carefully designed studies of gay, lesbian,
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and heterosexual couples who adopted small children indicate that these children
do as well as children who were either adopted or born to heterosexual parents.
c. Gender of Parents: It has been hypothesized that children of single parents may be
at risk because they are not interacting with a particular parent (a mother or a
father). It was proposed that children needed to be reared by a parent of each
gender in order to develop social competencies. However, research testing this
hypothesis with single parents, gay and lesbian parents, and nontraditional
heterosexual parents indicate this is not the case. Men and women are equally
capable of all the parenting skills needed to rear well-adjusted children.
Heterosexual couples still tend to specialize their family labor with mothers doing
more nurturing and caretaking work while fathers are more responsible for
earning money. These differences in family responsibilities can lead to different
parenting behaviors and engagement. Fathers have reported being less involved
with the day-to-day care and development of their children. However, when
parents divide labor nontraditionally, fathers report having emotional connections
and close relationships with their children. Although heterosexual fathers report
feeling less competence for childcare tasks, when they are responsible for such
tasks, they build skills and competence. Childcare involves learned skills, not
intuition, which can be accomplished by anyone involved with children,
regardless of their gender or sexual orientation.
d. Sexual orientation of parents: It has been a scientific question as well as a legal
question for sometime whether children reared by lesbian or gay parents are
differently adjusted than those raised by heterosexual parents. Numerous peer-
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reviewed journal articles over the past 25 years have reported on studies that
indicate no differences in children’s adjustment as a function of parental sexual
orientation. These studies have investigated lesbian and gay parented families in
many forms, including: custody after heterosexual marriage and divorce, birth to a
gay or lesbian couple using reproductive technology, adoption into gay or lesbian
parented families, and gay and lesbian adults serving as foster parents. In each of
these family types, the same family processes that predict positive adjustment in
the children of heterosexual parents also predict parenting success for gay and
lesbian parents. Further, the parenting processes employed by heterosexual, gay,
and lesbian parents differ very little from one another.
i. Parenting style: Interview, survey, and observational research indicate that
lesbian and gay parents show similar levels of warmth and communication
with children across development. The most recent research (Golombok
et. al. 2013) indicates that gay and lesbian parents may employ harsh
punishment less often than do heterosexual parents. Harsh punishments
have consistently been associated with children’s poor adjustment.
ii. Attachment: Most research assessing parent and child attachment
relationship as a function of parental sexual orientation has looked
specifically at adoptive parents. In these families, there is no difference
between gay, lesbian, and heterosexual parents and their ability to form
secure relationships with children. In other family forms, gay and lesbian
parents report having close relationships with their children similar to
those of heterosexual parents. Adolescent and young adult children of gay
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and lesbian parents report secure, close and loving relationships with their
parents, similar to those reported by their peers reared by heterosexual
parents. In their relationships with one another, parents serve as models of
social and attachment behaviors for their children. Lesbian and gay
parents report rates similar to heterosexual parents of secure attachment to
their partner. Lesbian, gay, and heterosexual parents report similar levels
of satisfaction in their relationships with their partners. Studies suggest
that gay and lesbian parents may display a less hierarchical relationship
model than do heterosexual parents.
iii. Resources: Income levels of parents vary similarly in gay, lesbian, and
heterosexual parented households. Parents in each type of household
report similar support from their partners. Early fears about gay and
lesbian households included that the family would be isolated from
extended families or other sources of social support for parents and
children. Evidence indicates that this fear was unfounded; children of
lesbian and gay families are as likely to be in contact with grandparents as
other children. Parents in each family type are successful at providing
other adult role models for their children.

V. The Development of Children with Gay or Lesbian Parents
14. Domains of development: Outside of psychological adjustment, there are several other
specific areas of children’s development of interest to scientists and legal scholars
including cognitive development, peer relationships, and gender role development.
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a. Cognitive development: Cognitive development in children measured by
standardized intelligence tests, school achievement tests, and grade retention is
similar in children of gay, lesbian, and heterosexual parents. Gay and lesbian
parents are also reported to be as involved in children’s school as are heterosexual
parents. Gay and lesbian parents are in as close contact with children’s teachers as
are heterosexual parents. Parents’ involvement with school and contact with
teachers are powerful predictors of school success.
b. Peer relationships: Several studies of adolescent and adult children of gay and
lesbian parents indicate that these children are as likely to report or remember
forming close friendships and enduring typical levels of teasing as do children of
heterosexual parents. Parents, teachers, peers, and children report no peer
stigmatization as a result of parental sexual orientation. These children are
reported to have similar friendships, activities with friends, and popularity as
those reared by heterosexual parents.
c. Gender role development. Early concerns about children of lesbian and gay
parents included that they would not be able to display typical gender roles
without a parent of each gender. In childhood, the toy and activity preferences of
sons and daughters of gay and lesbian parents do not differ from those of the sons
and daughters of heterosexual parents. Children of lesbian parents are more likely
to be tolerant of others’ nontraditional behaviors but do not show any gendered
behavior differences compared to children of heterosexual parents. Even this
difference in tolerance disappears when parents’ gendered attitudes are
considered. Parents with less traditional gender role attitudes and behaviors have
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children less restrained by gender stereotypes, regardless of parental sexual
orientation.
15. Development across childhood and adolescence. At different ages, well-adjusted children
accomplish different developmental tasks. In infancy, a primary accomplishment for
children is to form attachment relationships with caregivers. Research indicates that
lesbian, gay and heterosexual parents have similar attachment patterns with children. An
important accomplishment of preschoolers is to learn to regulate their emotions and to
cope with frustrating situations. Again, there is no difference in emotional regulation
based on parental sexual orientation. In adolescence, a key accomplishment is to create
close and rewarding relationships with peers. We see that adolescents reared by gay and
lesbian parents are as capable of creating these important friendships, as are children of
heterosexual parents. Across developmental stages, different skills are demanded of
parents. None of these skills are different for gay, lesbian, and heterosexual parents.

VI. The Mental Health of Gay and Lesbian Parents
16. Sexual orientation is no longer used in any way to diagnose mental health.
Homosexuality was removed as a mental health disorder from the DSM, the standard to
tool to diagnose mental disorders, over 25 years ago. Mainstream psychological and
medical associations agree that gay and lesbian orientations are well within the normal
and healthy variations of sexual attraction. The American Psychological Association, the
American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Medical Association, the American
Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, and the American Academy of Family
Physicians (among others) each have released statements in support of gay and lesbian
parents and their ability and rights to rear children. Over 25 years of research consistently
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revealed that gay and lesbian parents are able to cope with the demands of parenting and
report the same psychological adjustment themselves as do heterosexual parents.

VII. The Scientific Merit of Research on Gay and Lesbian Parents
17. The research relied on here has all been published in respected journals with peer-review
processes that maintain methodological, analytical, and interpretive soundness. The
earliest studies of gay and lesbian parenting often included small samples and participants
recruited through convenience sampling. Recently, however, nationally representative,
large, and longitudinal studies have replicated the findings of those early studies: there is
no substantial difference in the psychological adjustment or development of children as a
function of parental sexual orientation. Studies relied on in this opinion included outcome
measurements from several sources (children, parents, teachers, peers, standardized
assessments), children in different stages of development (early childhood, middle
childhood, adolescence, and young adulthood), and from many family forms (biological,
adoptive, foster, blended). In these widely variable studies, the same findings continue to
emerge: children reared by lesbian and gay parents are doing as well as children raised by
heterosexual parents.

VIII. The Recognition of Legal Same-Sex Marriage Would Benefit Children.
18. Parents with legal marriages are more financially secure. If gay and lesbian couples
achieve the right to marry or to have their legal marriages recognized by the state in
which they reside, their children could benefit from the financial protections afforded to
other married couples. Spouses would gain social security, survivor benefits and
inheritance rights. It is clear that the death of a parent would have a direct impact on
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children. Additionally, children’s development can be impacted indirectly by the death of
their parent if the surviving parent’s stress and resources begin to affect their parenting. If
these financial protections are afforded to surviving parents it will lessen the financial
stress that is associated with poor childhood adjustment. Marriage also would allow
spouses to share employment benefits with their family, which reduces stress related to
finances.
19. The legal recognition of marriages also protects children during marital transitions. If
legal marriage of gay and lesbian parents was recognized, each parent’s relationship with
children of that marriage would also be recognized. Noncustodial parents would be better
able to retain a connection and maintain attachment relationships with their children.
20. The 2010 Census Report indicates that there are many gay and lesbian couples rearing
children together in the United States today. More than 115,000 same-sex couples
reported having children in their households. There are estimated to be many more gay
and lesbian single adults rearing children in the United States.
Signed under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States this seventh day of
October, 2013.

Megan Fulcher, Ph.D.
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EXHIBIT A
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Megan Fulcher, Ph.D.
Department of Psychology
Washington and Lee University
Lexington, VA 24450

Office: 540 458-8107
Home: 540 463-3534
e-mail: fulcherm@wlu.edu

Education
Ph.D., Department of Psychology, University of Virginia, 2004
Developmental Psychology
Advisor: Dr. Charlotte J. Patterson
Dissertation Title: Gendered differences in children’s aspirations as a function of parental
traditionality in attitudes and practices.
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University, 1997
Magna Cum Laude
University Honors
Psychology Major
Women’s Studies Minor

Employment
Associate Professor, Washington and Lee University, 2012-present
Assistant Professor, Washington and Lee University, 2006 - 2012
Visiting Assistant Professor, Washington & Lee University, 2004-2006
Adjunct Professor, Virginia Commonwealth University, Summers 2001-2003
Instructor, University of Virginia, Spring 2002
Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Virginia 1997-2004

Awards & Grants
Lenfest Grant, Washington and Lee University, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013
Hess Scholar, 2010
NICHD Summer Institute on Applied Research with Adolescents & Children, Summer
Fellow, 2007
Glenn Grant, Washington and Lee University, 2006, 2007, 2008
Distinguished Teaching Fellowship, University of Virginia, 2002
Becky Boone Award for Excellence in Teaching, University of Virginia, 2001
Hamilton Fellowship, University of Virginia, 2001
Academic Enhancement Program Fellowship, University of Virginia, 2000
Center for Children, Families, and the Law, Summer Fellow, 2000
National Institute of Health Developmental Training Grant, Graduate Fellow,
1998-2000
Governor’s Fellowship, University of Virginia, 1998
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DuPont Fellowship, University of Virginia, 1997
Outstanding Women’s Studies Student, Virginia Commonwealth University, 1997

Teaching Interests
Child development; gender-role development; development in non-traditional families; children
and the law; psychology of sexual orientation; introductory psychology; research and methods.

Teaching Experience
Washington and Lee University, Department of Psychology
Principles of Development, Gender-Role Development, Social-Emotional Development,
Development of Human Sexuality, Children’s Development and Public Policy,
Quantitative Literacy, Research in Developmental Psychology, Child Psychology,
Introduction to Women and Gender Studies and Feminist Theory, Directed Students’
Individual Research.
Washington and Lee University, Women’s and Gender Studies Program
Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies and Feminist Theory
Virginia Commonwealth University, Department of Education
Child and Adolescent Development
University of Virginia, Department of Psychology
Gender Role Development

Research Interests
Social and emotional development of children; children’s gender-role acquisition and
understanding; individual differences in children’s gender-role flexibility; development in the
context of traditional and non-traditional families.

Publications
Weisgram, E. S., Dinella, L.M. & Fulcher, M. (2011). Role of masculinity/femininity, values, and
occupational value affordances in shaping young men’s and women’s occupational
choices, Sex Roles, 65, 243-258.
Fulcher, M., & Coyle, E. F.* (2011). Breadwinner and caregiver: A cross-sectional analysis of
children's and emerging adults' visions of their future family roles. British Journal of
Developmental Psychology, 29, 330-346.
Fulcher, M. (2011). Individual differences in children’s occupational aspirations as a function of
parental traditionality. Sex Roles, 64, 117-131.
Fulcher, M., Sutfin, E. L., & Patterson, C. J. (2008). Individual differences in gender
development: Associations with parental sexual orientation, attitudes, and division of
labor. Sex Roles, 58, 330–341.
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Sutfin, E. L., Fulcher, M., Bowles, R. P., & Patterson, C. J. (2008). How lesbian and heterosexual
parents convey attitudes about gender to their children: The role of gendered
environments. Sex Roles, 58, 501-513.
Fulcher, M., Sutfin, E. L., Chan, R. W., Scheib, J. E., & Patterson, C. J. (2005). Lesbian mothers
and their children: Findings from the Contemporary Families Study. In A. Omoto & H.
Kurtzman (Eds.), Sexual Orientation and Mental Health: Examining Identity and Development in
Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual People. Washington: American Psychological Association.
Patterson, C. J., Sutfin. E. L., & Fulcher, M. (2004). Division of labor among lesbian and
heterosexual parenting couples: Correlates of specialized versus shared patterns. Journal
of Adult Development, 11(3), 179-189.
Fulcher, M., Chan, R. W., Raboy, B., & Patterson, C. J, (2002). Contact with grandparents
among children conceived via donor insemination by lesbian and heterosexual mothers.
Parenting: Science and Practice, 2, 61-76.
Patterson, C. J., Fulcher, M., & Wainright, J. (2002). Children of lesbian and gay parents:
Research, law and policy. In B. L. Bottoms, M. B. Kovera, & B. D. McAuliff (Eds.),
Children, Social Science, and the Law, New York: Cambridge University Press.
* indicates undergraduate student collaborator

Manuscripts Under Review
Coyle, E. F.* & Fulcher, M. (under review). Breaking Stereotypes with Barbie?: Barbie as a
Model of Nontraditional Career Possible Selves.
Coyle, E. F. *, Fulcher, M. & Trübutschek, D.* (under review). Adults’ Attitudes about Boys’
and Girls’ Gender Nonconformity: The Contradiction in Positive Nonmasculinity.
Dinella, L. M., Fulcher, M. & Weisgram, E.S. (under review). The role of gender ideology and
gender identity in predicting young adults’ career interests.
Weisgram, E.S., Fulcher, M., & Dinella, L.M. (under review). Pink Gives Girls Permission:
Exploring the Roles of Explicit and Implicit Gender Labels on Preschool Children’s Toy
Preferences.
* indicates undergraduate student collaborator
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Conference Presentations
Fulcher, M., Schroeder, K.*, & Warner, E.* (submitted). Masculinity and Femininity and
Adolescents’ Vision of their Future Selves: A Longitudinal Look at the First Year of
College. Submitted for presentation Society for Research on Adolescence, Austin, TX,
March 2014.
Fulcher, M., Weisgram, E. & Dinella, L.M. (2013). The Effects of Implicit and Explicit Gender
Labels on Children’s interest in Novel Toys. Poster proposal submitted for the 2013
Society for Research on Child Development Biannual Meeting in Seattle, Washington.
Fulcher, M, Dinella, L.M., & Weisgram, E. (2012). College Men’s Vision of their Future Work
and Family Roles: Associations with Parental Behaviors. Poster presented at 24th Annual
for the Association for Psychological Science in Chicago, IL.
Coyle, E. F.* & Fulcher, M. (2011). Toys as models: How Barbie may impact girls' possible self content.
Poster presented at the 2011 Society for Research on Child Development Biannual
Meeting in Montreal, Quebec.
Coyle, E. F.*, Truebutschek, D.*, & Fulcher, M. (2011). Male gender-nonconformity and derogatory
labels: Young adults' attitudes about and labels for preschoolers. Poster presented at the 2011
Society for Research on Child Development Biannual Meeting in Montreal, Quebec.
Fulcher, M. & Coyle, E. F. *(2011). Who will watch the children? The future family role plans of school-age,
high school and college aged students. Poster to be presented at the 2011 Society for Research
on Child Development Biannual Meeting in Montreal, Quebec.
Weisgram, E., Dinella, L. M., Fulcher, M., Grunwald, A., & Kaniewski, L. E. (2011). Pink monster
trucks and camo baby dolls: The impact of implicit color labels on preschool children's interest in toys.
Poster presented at the 2011 Society for Research on Child Development Biannual
Meeting in Montreal, Quebec.Fulcher, M., VanLeer, E.*, & Coyle, E. F.* (2010). Examining
gender differences in occupational prestige measures. Poster presented at the Gender
Development Conference in San Francisco, CA.
Fulcher, M., Weisgram, E. S., & Dinella, L. M. (2010). College students’ vision of their future work and
family roles: Associations with parental behaviors. Poster presented at the Gender Development
Conference in San Francisco, CA.
Dinella, L. M., Fulcher, M., Weisgram, E. S., & Connell, S. (2009). Gender differences and the role of
parental occupational characteristics in understanding young adults' career aspirations. Poster
presentation at the Society for Research on Child Development Biannual Meeting,
Denver, CO.
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Dinella, L. M., Connell, S., Fulcher, M. & Weisgram, E. S. (2008). Gender differences in the role of
gender identity in young adults’ career aspirations. Poster presentation at the Gender
Development Conference in San Francisco, CA.
Weisgram, E. S., Dinella, L. M. & Fulcher, M. (2008). Predicting occupational interests in young
adulthood: gender, masculinity/femininity, and values. Poster presentation at the American
Psychological Association Annual Meeting, Boston, MA.
Fulcher, M. (2007). Visions of future family roles in elementary school, high school, and college students.
Poster presentation at the Society for Research on Child Development Biannual Meeting,
Boston, MA.
Fulcher, M. (2006). Parental sexual orientation and children’s gender role development. Paper
presentation at Symposium on Contemporary Research about LGBT-Headed Families,
Philadelphia, PA.
Fulcher, M. (2006). College students’ plans for combining work and family. Poster presentation at the
Gender Development Conference in San Francisco, CA.
Fulcher, M. (2005). Individual differences in children’s occupational aspirations as a function of parental
traditionality. Poster presentation at the Society for Research on Child Development
Biannual Meeting in Atlanta, GA.
Fulcher, M. (2004). Individual differences in children’s occupational aspirations as a function of parental
traditionality. Poster presentation at the Gender Development Conference in San
Francisco, CA.
Fulcher, M. & Sutfin, E. L. (2003). Parental division of labor and children’s sex-typed
occupational aspirations in families headed by lesbian or heterosexual couples. In E. Vo
(chair), Examining the Promise and Limitations of Coparenting Constructs in Diverse Family Systems.
Presented at the Society for Research on Child Development Biannual Meeting in Tampa,
FL.
Sutfin, E. L., Fulcher, M., & Patterson, C. J. (2001). Parents’ sexual orientation, gender-role attitudes,
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