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UNITEU STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTlIERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 

WESTERN DIVISION 

AFSCME OlllO COUNCIL 8, et alA 

Plainti ffs, 

VS . 

• JENNIFER BRUNNER, et at. 

Defendants. 

Case No. 1:10-CV-

DECLARATION OF PETER .J. 
CORRIGAN, PLAINTIFF 

I, Peter J. Corrigan, ptlrsuant U.S.C. §1746~ declare under penalty of perjury 'under the 

laws of the United States of Amc~rica that the following is true and. correct: 

1. My name is Peter J. Corrigan and I am c1.1.l'rel1t1y a. judge presiding in the 

Cuyahoga County Court of COlnmon Pleas. 

2. I am a candidate for .reelc!ction at the present tilne. 

3. I voted ill the last primal)' election and publicly declared I was a Democrat in 

order to vote the Delnocratic prilnary ballot. 

4. On my 1101ninating petitiol1 for COm.lUOll pleas court judge I declared. my party 

affiliation to be Delll0cnl.t. 

5. Dllt111g the prilnary election that was held. on May 4,201.0 I wa.s listed on the 

Dem.ocratic ballot. This meant I was identified as a candidate for office as a 

Ine111ber of the Delnocratic Patty. 

6. Voting in the general election begins on Septe111ber 28, 2010. On the general 

election ballot I will not be identitied. with l11y party affiliation becau.se R.C. 
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§350S.04 requires judicial candidates in a general election to be on nonpartisan 

ballots. Nonpartisan ba.llots do not display party affiliation. 

7. I want to be consistent and open in my presentation to the votil1g public. I-Iaving 

already declared 111,y party affiliation as Delnocrat, I W811t the general election 

ballot to read the salne way and indicate that laIn. fU11ning as a Democrat and 

necessarily as the winner of the Delnocratic primary. 
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8. I have been ajudge since January 2005. As a judge I SIn cOlnlnitted to being fair 

and iln,partia] itl all decisions and during a.ll proceedings. I have always acted 

consistent with that duty. Identifying a party a:ffiliation in the primary and/or 

general election in 110 way undermines Iny ability to act impartially with respect 

to all litigants who cOJne before me. But elhn.illating IUY party status from the 

general election ballot after settil1g it before the public 011 the prim,ary ballot 

suggests unfa.irly 111at I flll1 hiding that fact. I win be Inore easily held a,ccot111table 

by the voting public if I flln consistently presented to the voters as a DClnocrat. 

9. As a current ca11didate for judicial office, I am a judicial candidate as defined by 

the Ohio Code of Judiciall Conduct. 

10. As a CUl're11t candidate for judicial office, the rules set out in the Ohio Code of 

Judicial Conduct regardil1g judicial candidates apply to lne. 

11.. There are two rules in the Ohio Code of Judicial Conduct that I believe may 

violate a judicial can.didate's right to free speech and equal protection. 

12. First, Rule 4.2(.B) (4) states that as a, judicial candidate I shan 110t, "After the day 

of the prhnary election, identify [mysel:f] ill a.dvertising as a Inelnber of or 

affiliated with 8. politicaJl party." I would like the option to advertise rny party 
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11lcmbership 8lJd affiliation to the voters because it is an issue bnporta.11t to voters 

and gel1crally conveys my personal philosophy with respect to a nu.mber of issues. 

13. Second, Rule 4.4 (A) statl~S that r.GA judicial candi.date sha.ll not personally solicit 

or receive cam.paign contributions." I believe a judicial candidate should have the 

right to solicit and receivc~ campaign contributions because I believe direct 

solicitations call be m.ore efficient thal1 indirect solicitations by a comlnittee. I 

also believe that I am lnore accountable regarding solicitations when I a1ll 

participating in the effort InyseH~ A jl.ldicial candidate should be able to receive 

unsolicited contributions" For example, a potential donor lnay approach me to 

make a contribution, but I am forbidden fro111 accepti.ng it or even telling her 

where to send it. Nor al1l I permitted. to sign thallk you notes to d.onors that im.ply 

they will continue to support me. By helping 'iVith ll1Y calnpaign fundraising I 

increase my person.al el1gagement and exposure to the voting public. 

14. As a past judicial cand.id:ate, a current judicial calldidate and a future judicial 

candidate~ I would like to be able to advertise Iny party Inelnbership throughout 

the election year and solicit and receive ca.nlpaign contributions directly. 

1. s. There are Inal1Y rules in pla.ce in Ohio to ensure that campaign contributions are 

110t treated as a quid pro quo for government action on specific Inatters that COlne 

before legislative, exec"l1:tjve and ju.dicial bodies. I presently follow and will in the 

future follow all Stlch rules. It is tll1fair and a denial of lny right to equaJ 

protectiol1 for the State to impose on l11e a.s ajudiciaJ candidate the Inore 

restrictive crunpaign speech rules described in this d.eclaratioll when no similar 
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restrictive campaign rules are imposed on candidates for legislative and executive 

positions in tilis state. 

16. I am in a unique position. On the general election 201 0 ballot for 1n,ost of 

Cuyahoga County there vI/ill be two Peter .T. Corrigal1s rtlnning for offIce. The 

other Peter .T. Corrigan is a rep1.lblican. I~Ie is running in a highly contested, highly 

publicized congressiona.l race that includes most of Cuyahoga CO"llnty. Voters 

repeatedly cOluuse lne with him. One clear way to for me to distinguish lnyself 

on the general election b~IJlot is for Ine to be identified a.s a delnocrat. 

17. Without a pl'Olnpt il\l unction by this C01.lrt 1 will be forced onto a nonpartisan 

ballot andlny party affiliation a.nd status a.s the winner of the Denl0cratic prinlary 

election will be hidden frorn the voters by operation ofR.C. §350S.04. 

18. It is clear to m,e that without a prornpt injunctiol1 by this court 1 will be unable to 

identify myself as a melnber of or affiliated with my political patiy and I will be 

prohibited from soliciting for and receiving funds by operation of Rnle 4.2 (B)(4) 

atld 4.4 (A) respectively_ These restrictions Wldelmine lIlY right to engage in core 

political speech and arc not nal"rowly tailored to lneet any legithnate governlnent 

purpose. 

19. J have attended the seluinar required by tile Ohio Supreme Court for judicial 

candjdates. That seluil1ar made it clear that in the absel1ce of an it~iunction by this 

Court, engaging jn acts that violate the Code of Judicial COllduct will subject lJle 

to an enfOrC6111ent action by the Defendants which could lead to fines, suspen.sion) 

removal from office, and eVCll disbarment. I am chilled ill the ex.ercise of my 
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rights by the certainty of ~~nforcement and request that enforcetnent of the 

chaUenged law an.d code rules be imlnediately enjoined. 

20. J have read the cOlnplaillt Sublllitted in. this a.ctiOl1 and all of the allegations 

regarding l11e are true. T also believe to the best of my knowledge that the 

relnaitling allegations in the cOlnplai11t are true. 
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