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Old parole guidelines tossed for good

90 percent of inmates now doing time under 1996’s ‘flat-

sentencing’ law

Thursday, April 1,2010 2:54 AM
BY ALAN JOHNSON

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

The Ohio Parole Board is throwing out its old parole guidelines
beginning today, primarily because nine of 10 inmates now in the
system already are doing time under the 1996 "flat-sentencing" law.

"The population has changed significantly since Ohio went to
determinate sentencing," Parole Board Chairwoman Cynthia Mauser
said in an interview. "These guidelines aren't really effective
anymore."

Mauser said she doesn't think the number of inmates paroled will
increase dramatically just because the complicated guidelines are
being abandoned.

"l don't see a significant change," she said. "Every case has its own
unique set of facts and circumstances. It's going to be a weighing
and balancing."

The change will affect 10percent of the prison population - roughly
5,000 inmates.

Mauser said the change is not related to current overcrowding in
Ohio prisons, which now are 32 percent over the designed capacity.
Some institutions are much more overcrowded.

The "old law" versus "new law" debate has raged since the 1996
sentencing overhaul. Under the current law, offenders get a flat, pre-
determined sentence without time off for good behavior or other
factors. The old law had sentencing ranges, meaning offenders could
come up for one or more parole hearings before they served their
maximum sentence.

DispatchPolitics

» Voters Guide
The Dispatch's guide to all the
issues and candidates on the
May primary ballot

» DispatchPolitics.com
Complete coverage of Ohio
politics

» The Daily Briefing
The Dispatch’s public affairs
team sates the appetites of
political junkies with bite-sized
portions of the news and what's
behind it.

» Buckeye Forum
Veteran political reporters
examine Ohio politics in this
weekly podcast.

Igevasy s political

» Obama lifts offshore drilling
ban

» Lawyers must warn clients if
there is deportation risk

» GOP unsure about push to
repeal health care

» Federal wiretap was illegal,
judge rules

» State colleges improve but
must do more, report says

http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local _news/stories/2010/04/01/copy/old-parol... 4/1/2010



Old parole guidelines tossed for good | Columbus Dispatch Politics Page 2 of 3
Case: 1:08-cv-01780-SO Doc #: 82-2 Filed: 04/09/10 2 of 2. PagelD #: 1293

The most frequent complaint from offenders and their families was » Was charter-school score 0o
that inmates sentenced for the same crime served more time under generous?

the old law than the new law. » Too few schools joined Ohio

- - . _ bid for federal education cash
The parole guidelines utilized a complicated analysis of factors that » Gity workers patched like mad

determined inmates' parole eligibility by placing them on a grid. It in March
often resulted in an inmate being turned down for parole, or "flopped” | Tax man: Ohio pays less than
in the prison vernacular. most

» Old parole guidelines tossed

A notice posted on the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and for good

Correction Web site and in prisons across the state cited the "the
dramatic transformation of Ohio's parole-eligible population" as the
reason for tossing the old guidelines.
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