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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO 

WESTERN DIVISION 
  

RONALD D. MELL, SR. et al., 
  
                             Plaintiffs, 
  
              vs. 
  
ANTHEM INC. (n/k/a WELLPOINT,  
 INC.), ANTHEM INSURANCE 
COMPANIES, INC., COMMUNITY 
INSURANCE COMPANY, and CITY 
OF CINCINNATI, OHIO 
 
                              Defendants. 
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Case No. 1:08-cv-00715-SAS-TSB 
  

Judge S. Arthur Spiegel 
  

NOTICE TO CURRENT AND FORMER 
WORKERS OF CITY OF CINCINNATI 
WHO MAY BE IN THE CLASS OF 
PERSONS SEEKING MONEY BASED 
ON THE ANTHEM 
DEMUTUALIZATION IN 2001 

   
ATTENTION ALL CURRENT AND FORMER WORKERS OF THE CITY OF 
CINCINNATI WHO WERE COVERED BY CERTAIN HEALTH INSURANCE 

POLICIES ISSUED BY ANTHEM INSURANCE OR ITS PREDECESSOR COMPANIES  
 

You have received this notice because we believe you are a member of the class that has 
been certified in the above class action lawsuit which seeks money based on the Anthem 
demutualization in 2001. Subject to certain exclusions, the Class has been defined as all 
individual active and retired employees of the City of Cincinnati, or their surviving spouses, who 
were insured continuously from June 18, 2001 through November 2, 2001 under certain group 
health insurance policies issued by either Community Mutual Insurance Company (before its 
1995 merger with Anthem), or Anthem Insurance/Community Insurance Company (after the 
1995 merger).   

 
DESCRIPTION OF LAWSUIT 

 
 On November 4, 2009, Judge S. Arthur Spiegel issued an order certifying the case as a 
class action.  This class seeks to obtain compensation based on the demutualization of Anthem in 
2001. The Federal Court appointed as class representatives Claudette Schenck, Robert Espel, and 
James Matacia.  The Court appointed as Class Counsel Eric Zagrans, Michael Becker, Dennis 
Barron and Alphonse A. Gerhardstein.   In its order the Court described the lawsuit as follows: 
 

This case involves Plaintiffs’ allegations that they were cheated out of proceeds as 
insureds, when Defendant Anthem Insurance (“Anthem”) demutualized in 2001 and 
issued 870,021 shares of stock to the City of Cincinnati (“the City”), their employer, 
instead of to Plaintiff policy holders (doc. 1). The City ultimately sold the stock for 
approximately $55 million, the amount Plaintiffs seek to recover in this action (Id.). 
Plaintiffs allege they are a class of 2,460 individuals named as insured persons, or who 
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were members of a group of insured persons covered under the Group Policy during the 
relevant time period (Id.). 
 

 Anthem and the City of Cincinnati deny these allegations that have been made by the 
class and believe that proceeds from the demutualization properly were distributed to the City. 

 
COURT ORDER ON DISCOVERY FROM CLASS MEMBERS 

 
 The Court is presently considering motions filed by the parties that relate to whether you 
and the other class members will be entitled to receive compensation as the class has alleged or 
whether the class is not entitled to compensation as alleged by both Anthem (now Wellpoint) and 
the City of Cincinnati.  On December 2, 2009, the Court authorized limited fact-finding of you 
and others regarding your participation in the City’s group health care benefits contracts.  That is 
why you are now being contacted.  You will be contacted again and kept informed of your rights 
and of the progress of the lawsuit as the case proceeds.   

 
NEXT STEPS – ACTION YOU CAN TAKE 

 
1. Look for your Anthem policy or plan records.  Collect everything you have except your 

personal claim records.  We do not seek any of your private medical information..  We 
only seek records related to your rights under the Anthem group insurance plans, 
particularly those that relate to the 1995 – 2001 time period. 

2. Call Class Counsel immediately so a member of the class counsel team can obtain a copy 
of your records. 

3. Time is of the essence.  Please respond promptly but no later than January 27, 2010.  The 
Court has set a hearing for February 10, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. to review the results of this 
inquiry to the class. Counsel for the parties need time to review your documents before 
that hearing. 

4. If you have questions, and/or if you have documents for class counsel to review please 
call: 

Alphonse A. Gerhardstein 
Gerhardstein & Branch LPA 
432 Walnut Street Suite 400 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202 
513.621.9100 
agerhardstein@gbfirm.com 
www.gbfirm.com 

When you call speak to either Jen Thompson or Laura Sinclair. 
5. As a member of the Class, you will be kept informed of all important developments.  If 

you want to see the pleadings in the lawsuit log on to www.gbfirm.com and look for the 
“Mell v. Anthem” litigation documents. 

 
Remember, Respond to:  
Al Gerhardstein 
513.621.9100 
and speak with either Jen Thompson or Laura Sinclair 
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